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Configuring Windows XP Home Edition with the

Classical Look

If you have just upgraded to Windows XP Home Edition, or if you have just bought a new
PC/Laptop that has Windows XP Home Edition pre loaded, you will have noticed that the
'default’ Windows XP interface is very different to the interface of previous Windows operating
systems, i.e. Windows 95/98/ME/.

Whilst some users like the new ‘Windows XP Home Edition’ interface, most proficient users
used to using Windows 95/98/ME, will prefer the classical look. If this is your case, this
document will step you through configuring Windows XP_with the ‘classic' interface, as
opposed to the new default ‘Windows XP Home Edition’ interface.

The Windows XP Home Edition interface
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Configuring the Start menu

|:| Do a right-click on the Taskbar, and select Properties.
O Position yourself on the Start Menu tab.

|:| Select Classic Start Menu.

-
Taskbar and Start Menu Properties

Taskbar | Start Menu

() Start menu
Select this menu style for easy access to the
Internet, e-mail, and pour fasvarite programs.

(&) Clagsic Start menu

Select this option to use the menu style from
earlier versions of ‘Windows.

[ akK. ][ Cancel ][ Apply

O Click on the Customise button.
O Put a tick against the Show Small Icons in Start Menu option.

O Take the tick OFF the Use Personalised Menus option.

Customize Classic Start Menu 2lx=l
[~ Start menu
Yiou can custarize your Start
- Add...
. by adding or removing
leems, Remove. ..

Advanced
Sort
| Toremove records of recently
uf]

accessed documents, programs, Clear
and Weh sites, click Clear,

Advanced Start menu options:

[ E=pand My Dacuments ;I
[ Expand My Pictures

[ Ezpand Netwark Connections

[ Expand Printers
O scrol Programs
-

Show Small Icons in Start menu
[ Use Personalized Menus
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Click on OK.

Back at the "Taskbar and Start menu Properties" dialogue box, click on OK.

Click on Start (to bring up the Start menu).

Q Qa a Q

Do a right-click anywhere on the Start menu, and select Sort by Name.

Configuring the Desktop

Many of you will like Windows XP’s green Start button and rounded menus. If you are such a
person, then ignore this section; otherwise follow the instructions below to make the
appearance of your desktop look exactly like Windows 95/98/ME.

O Do a right-click on the Desktop, and select Properties.

|:| Position yourself on the Appearance tab.

O In the “Windows and buttons” drop-down box, select Windows Classic Style,
as shown below.

Display Properties 21x|

Themesl Desktopl Screen Saver Appearance | Settings |

Active Window

Marmal  Disabled  Selected

Window Text

Message Text
Ok |

Windows and buttars:

Calar scheme:

IWindows Standard ﬂ

X Effects... |
Font size:
I Mormal ﬂ Advanced |

0k I Cancel | Al I

[J  Clickon OK.
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Configuring Explorer

O a a a a

O
0

O

Click on Start\ Programs \ Accessories.

Do a right-click on Windows Explorer and select Properties.
Position yourself on the Shortcut tab.

In the Run box, select Maximised.

In the Target box, after "...explorer.exe", as shown below, add /n, /e, C:\.

When you add /n, /e, c:\ to the end of the target line, when you open Explorer, it opens with the ‘C: drive’
expanded (all of the folders underneath the C: drive on view), as with Windows 95.

Explorer Properties 2l
General Shortcut | Compatibihtyl

/ Explorer

Taiget type: Application

Target location: %SystemB oot

Taiget: I%Systemﬁoot%\explorer.exe I, te.CY

Start i |°/°HDMEDF!I\u"E°/°°/°HDIV1EPATH°/e

Shortcut key: INone

Rur: I b awimized j
Commert: IDispIays the files and folders an your computer.
Find Target.. | Change lcon.. Advanced... |

QK I Cancel Appl

Click on OK.

If you want to add the Windows Explorer icon to your Start menu, or any
other icon for that matter, click on the icon in question, and ‘drag and drop’ it
onto the Start button.

At the same time, if you want to rename an icon, i.e. you may want to rename
"Windows Explorer" to "Explorer", or "Command Prompt" to
"MS-DOS Prompt" etc., etc., do a right-click on the icon in question, and
select Rename. Enter the new name in the New Name box, and click on
OK.

Page 4 of 6

© Copyright AnswersThatWork.com, 3-Dec-2003.



AnswersThatWork™ Configuring Windows XP Home Edition with the classical look

|:| Open Windows Explorer.
O Click on Tools \ Folder Options.

O Position yourself on the General tab, and configure it as follows :

T

General IView I Filz TyDeSI

— Tasks
% = Show comman tasks in falders

' Use Windows classic folders

i~ Browse folders
{+ Open each folder in the zame window
i~ Open each folder in its cwn window

i~ Click items as follows
& " Single-click to open an item [point to select]
m = Wnderline icon titles consistent with my bravser.
= Underline icon titles anly when | point &t thenm
+" Double-click to open an item [single-click to select)

Fiestore Defaults |

ok I Cancel Apply

Q

Position yourself on the View tab.

Q

The options on this screen are a matter of personal preference. However, we
do recommend...

—  Under Files and Folders, put a tick against
Display the full path in the title bar.

— Under Hidden files and folders, take the tick OFF against
Hide extensions for knows file types.
Click on OK.
Back at the main "Explorer" screen, click on View \ Details.

Click on Tools \ Folder Options, and position yourself on the View tab.

Click on Apply to All Folders, and when you prompted with the
"Folder Views" dialogue box, click on Yes.

Q Q1 Q a Qa

Click on OK.
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|:| “Explorer” should now look as follows :

% Program Files N ES|
File Edit View Favorites Tools Help | J;’
O Back - => N ’T | 7 | Saarch I Folders ¥ L3 x w ‘ m'
Falders * || Nams_~ [ Size [ Type | Date Modified |
@ Desktop N |2 Common Files File Folder 28/01/2002 16:29
.I_i My Documents |[Z)ComPlus Applications File Folder 28/01/2002 16:27
a ; My Computer |[Z)Internet Explarer File: Folder 28/01/2002 16:33
_}# 314 Floppy (A1) ) Messenger File Folder 13/02/2002 11:47
(] % Local Disk (C:) |[Z)microsoft Frontpage File Folder 25/01)2002 16:37
[ Documents and Settings |2 Mavie Maker File Falder 28/01/2002 16:31
BR=Tr ooram i mMsh File Folder 28[01/2002 16:25
() Common Files |[Z)MSK Gaming Zone File: Folder 28101/2002 16:25
[ ComPlus Applications ) MetMeeting File Folder 28f01/2002 16:29
) Internet Explorer |21 Outlook Express File Folder 25/01)2002 16:29
[C3) Messenger Uninstall Information File Falder 29/01/2002 03:44
[ microsoft frontpags |2 Windows Media Player File Folder 13022002 11:47
() Movie Maker |2 Windaws NT File: Folder 28f01/2002 16:25
3 MM WindowsUpdate File Folder 29/01/2002 09:40
L) MSM Garning Zone ) xerox File Folder 258/01)2002 16:37

) MetMeeting
) Outlook Express
|2 Uninstall Information
() Wwindows Media Player
() Wwindows NT
() WindowsUpdate
1) xerox
|2) RECYCLER
1) WINDOWS e
Lih D Drive (D)
[ control Panel

|2 Shared Documents
(£ =% Eonil'e D E

|:| That’s it. You’re done.
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