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Start Windows Explorer in the C: drive

in Windows 7 (rather than onto “Libraries”)

When to use this document

You have just installed Windows 7 for the first time, or you have just upgraded to it, and
you want to make sure that Windows Explorer always opens on your C: drive rather than
on Desktop or Documents, or you want it to open on a very specific folder every time (on
most Windows 7 PCs, Windows Explorer opens onto Libraries by default).

You knew how to do that in Windows XP and Windows Vista (by modifying the Command
Line Switches for Windows Explorer) but it does not work in Win 7, all you get is an
Open File dialog like this one :

Open with et S
Choose the program you want to use to open this file:
&= File:  explorer.exe
Adobe Reader 9.3 fe Internet Explorer it
n Tunes —#| Microsoft Office InfoPath
@& Apple Inc 1] Microsoft Corporation
L"J.{Jl Microsoft Office Picture Manager @ Microsoft Office Word
» ] Motepad J Paint
Windows Live Photo Gall 7 Windows Media Cente
e Pttt
| Windows Media Player =7 Windows Photo Viewer
Viicrosoft Corporation IL“J Vicrosoft Corporation
|— IV =2
Always use the selected program to open this kind of file | Browse... |
OK ] | Cancel |
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The Solution

The problem happens because there is a bug in Windows 7 if you add Command Line
Switches to the default startup command of Windows Explorer.

The Solution to fix this is very simple — you simply need to replace the %windir%
variable in the Target command line with the exact path of Windows Explorer :
“C:\Windows” on most Win7 PCs.

So, instead of adding the “/N,/E,C:\ “ command line switches as below :

#- Windows Explorer Properties @
Securty Dietails Previous Versions
General Shortcut Compatibility

li-"-\‘:;—' Windows Explorer

Targettype:  Application
Target location: Ywindir®

Target: Jawindiris\explorer.exe /NECH

Start in: |

Shortcut key:  MNone

Run: Il'u'laximized 'J
Comment: Digplays the files and folders on your computer.
Open File Location I I Change lcon... I I Advanced... J
oK || cancel |[ Apply |
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Instead make the changes exactly as shown in the following screenshot :

# Explorer Properties [&J
Security I Details | Previous Versions
Genersl | Shortcut | Compatibility
IE-'::__;J Explorer

Target type: Application
Target location: Windows

Target: CA\Windows explorer exe /N /E.C:\

W | Statin: |

Shortcut key:  Mone

Run: [ Maximized v ]

Comment: Displays the files and folders on your computer.

Open File Location ] ’ Change lcon... ] [ Advanced... ]

OK || Cancel Appl

And ...... that’'s it! From now on, in the example above Windows Explorer will always
open onto the C: drive

You’re done !
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