AnswersThatWork™ Making a program open in full-screen mode

Making a program always start up in

full screen mode

Most end-users like to work in full-screen mode, ie. with the program they are currently
using, maximised. Some programs retain the screen settings you had the last time you used
them - thus, if you maximised the program the last time you used it, it will open in full-screen
mode the next time you use it. Other programs, however, do not retain the settings and always
open in a non-maximised state, with the end-user needing to maximise the program every
single time they use it. This is frustrating.

This document will step you through configuring a program so that, when executed, it will
always start up in full-screen mode.

Windows
98/ME/2000/XP/2003

Click on Start\ Programs.

0
O Locate the program icon that you want to configure.
O Right-click on that program icon.

0

Select “Properties” on the right-click menu that comes up.

Locate the program icon that you
want to configure, so that when
executed, it starts up
‘automatically’ in full screen mode.

Do a right click on the icon and
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O Locate the “Run” field in the bottom half of the Properties dialogue box that
comes up, and set it to Maximized, as illustrated below :

‘Word 97 SR-2 Properties 2] I

General Shartcut | Neti/are Yersion |

11 word 97 SR-2
7

Change this setting

to Maximized.

T arget type: Application

Target location: ‘word_57

Target: IC:\M5Dffice.9?\Word_9?\WINW’Dy(E><E|

Start i I

Shartcut key: |N0ne

Bun: I Maximized g j

Find Target... | Lhange lcon.. |

’TI Cancel | Apply |

[J  Clickon OK.

O You’re done. From now on, every time you start this program it will open in
full-screen mode.

{Note : with a few “badly written” programs, this will not work and you will still have to manually maximize the
program every single time that you use it !).

Windows 95 only

[ Right-click onthe START button.

O Select Explore on the right-click menu that comes up. Windows Explorer will

now open and show you on the right-hand side the contents of your Start Menu,
as shown below :
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B Exploring - CAWINDOWS\Start Menu |_[=] %
Fls Edit View Tools Hslp
3 Start Menu =l B el Eew w XE EEEE
All Folders Cantents of 'CAWINDOWS Start Menu'
0 Help =] | Size | Type | Modified
-8 History File Fol..  4-Jul-2000 17:44
w7 Inf File Fol..  4-Jul-2000 17:44
w3 Java File Fol..  4-Jul-2000 17:44
-3 Macromed 1KE Shortcut  31-Jul-2000 180
50 Media KB Shordcut  17-Nom-1999 15,
03 Msapps 1KB Shorcut  31-0ct+2000 10
{3 Msclun 1KB Shortcut  13-Sep-2000 10
23 Mstcpip 1KE Shorcut 30-Oct-2000 9:3
2 NetHood % Group\ise 55.2 Notify Shontcut 2-Now-2000 10:0)
1 3 Nis |38 Group\wise 55.2 =
@ ocoach 3¢ Microsoft Wisual FoxPro 6.0
.ﬁ O;f::ﬁebpaggs mSMicrosoft Visual Studio 6.0 All the programs that appear
O P dEns-0g on the Start menu are
- Profiles ] shown here.
{3 Recent B Winzip 8.0
3 SendTo P Word 7.0 : i
{3 ShelNew To go into an Explorer view
Bl j gfﬂ of the Program Groups,
T double click on the
Programs folder, located
near the top of this list.

17 object(s)

O Locate, in the right pane, the program icon that you want to configure.

If the program icon in question is not on the Start menu, but is in a
Program Group, locate the Programs folder (at the top, on the right-hand side)
and double-click on it. Your Explorer view will now change to a view of the
Program Groups. Double-click on the relevant Program Group until you find
the program icon that you want to change.

Right-click on that program icon.
Select “Properties” on the right-click menu that comes up.

Position yourself on the Shortcut tab.

O a a Q

Locate the “Run” field in the bottom half of the Properties dialogue box that
comes up, and set it to Maximized, as illustrated below :

‘Word 97 SR-2 Properties 2] I

General Shartcut | Neti/are Yersion |

11 word 97 SR-2
7

Change this setting

Target type: Application to Maximized.

Target location: ‘word_57

Target: IC:\M5Dffice.9?\Word_9?\WINW’Dy(E><E|

Start i I

Shartcut key: |N0ne

Bun: I Maximized g j

Find Target... | Lhange lcon.. |

’TI Cancel | Apply |
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[J  Clickon OK.

Q

Close Windows Explorer.

O You’re done. From now on, every time you start this program it will open in
full-screen mode.

{Note : with a few “badly written” programs, this will not work and you will still have to manually maximize the
program every single time that you use it !).
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